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Ad►ninistrator ivlcCarth,y, 

As I write to you, over thr •ee >»illio►i gallons of' highly-coritamivated water are sucgitlg toNvarcl ttic 
pristine Colo►-aclo River. These millions of galloris of toxic sladge spewing fi •oiiu the Gold King 
Mine in Colorado and i►rto tlie Animas River not only threaten the ir►tegrity of'Arizona►ls' limiteci 
drirnking watcr resotnrces, bt►t also sun-ounding facmland and ecosystems, inclucliiug tlre worlci- 
re»owned Grand Canyon. 

Ironically, this eno• mous spill is a direet consequcnce of tlie Ejlviron►nental Protectiori Agency's 
(EPA) cluuisy error in releasiiig what scientists call "tlie largest lmtreateci irline drainage i►t the 
state." Ever1 more shocking is the fact tllat the EPA cotitinues to be tight-lipped and reluctant to 
sliace vital information wit11 local i •esidents wlro are suffering ill the wake of this spill. "I"Iiis is 
simply unconscionr►ble. 

Of coursc, the Animas River is just the begirnning. It has been reported tliat the Arnimas River, 
whiclr was the priinary waterway througli whieh this toxic sludge criterecl, noxv lias ruore than 
3,500 tirties uiore lead flowi►lg toward the aforementioned areas. As you know, this 
crnviconmental calamity conies olr tthe lleels of the i►nplenientation of orne of the EPA's most 
olie► •ous ► • t►le changes yet: the Clean Water Rule: Detinition of "Waters of t13e Uriiteci States" or 
(WO"1'US). 

The (WOTUS) i • ule, whieli tlre Ilot►se of Representatives voted to block witll bipartisan suPpoi•t, 
lias been interpreted by nlany to give the EPA conlplete control ove► • all water icesolirces in the 
United States. In fact, dry streambecis tliat haven't carried water in years and even small eattle 
ponds aild tivoulcl fall uiider EPA cout► •ol. Despite overwhelming, bipartisan, grassroots 
opposition to this rtile, the EPA cliose to ignorc tlle American people aind to put politics before 
responsiblc environnental policy by fiiializing its new interlx •etation ofthe WO"I'US definition. 

Clearly, this irncident reveals the lact that the EPA cannot llanclle the responsibilities it hnd belore 
unilater,tliy expanding its regulatory authority Nvitli tlic new WO'TUS definition. It canuot go 
unmentionecl that 17ad sucli a spill becii caused by a private entity the E.PA would have levied 
onct•ous fiuies and punishnlents against it. In fact, jnst last year thc EPA collecteci $163 million 
in fede►-al ldministrative, civil judicial penalties, and crirninal tiries, alone. In ligllt of this evelit, I



ask that the CPA Nvithdraw the new W01"L1S clefiuition in order to enstree that thc agency's 
resources arc foeusecl orl priorities like the spill in tlre Animas River. 

So, I ask: IIow Nvill the EPA be lield accountable for this clevastating spill and sickeriing hreach 
of public trcrst? Wllo will be helcl accountable? Ho\ .v rnatiy El'A employees cio you plan to firc'? 

Wlien will r-esiclents ancl clownstreani users r •cccivic eonlplete answer;s to tllcir • questions about tlle 

ciegr-ee of contarnination of theic irrigation, batlling, arnd drirlkirzg water? What proactive e1l:orts 
aee being nladc to mitigate the "cfowmstreanl" ef'fects of this spill and to hrotect tlic vital water 

r-esoirr •ces of the Anier-ican West? Just as any hrivate entity woulcl be reqirired to do, will tlie EPA 
voluntarily ituplenlent substantial cost savings Nvithin the <igency in order to pay for• the damages 

catrsed by this lior-ritic spill?'I'he EPA ocrght to be helci to a fiigller standard, ancf I firuily believe 
that the conseqtiences of this error ougllt to rncet or exceecl those that would be borrie by a 
private entity. 

'I'liank you fOr yocu' atte176011 irl tliis matter. Vde look forwacd to swift action to ensure that the 
EPA is lield accotuitable and that those who have bcen and will be affectecl are m<rdc whole. I 

look forward to yolrr prompt reply.
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